Greetings from the Midwest Educational Technology Conference 2008 in St. Louis!  I believe it is very important to share information.  In this document you will find references to material I found to be beneficial.  I hope you will benefit from this conference indirectly.  If you have questions please email me.
If you are unfamiliar with wikis please watch this entertaining, simplistic video.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dnL00TdmLY
Some teachers are even using wikis for hosting student portfolios.   Check out the Flat Classroom Project.  As keynote speaker David Warlick said, “You are a citizen of your time zone.”
http://westwood.wikispaces.com
I am always amazed at how teachers like you are integrating technology into their curriculums.  Many are utilizing the power of the wikis in classrooms.

I’m going to reference a few separate sites that I found to be of the most value.  

http://squooltechs.com
Diana Dell, Ed. S., is a graduate of the University of Missouri Educational Technology  program and a retired educator.  This is her new business and she asked me to pass information along.  I attended her session about creating virtual classrooms with her free tool.  At her site you will find a “free workshop” about the basics of how Moodle can be used to support traditional instruction by easily integrating collaborative tools.  Sign up and you will be provided with free access to your own virtual classroom for a year.  Think of Moodle as an open source software program similar to our Blackboard.  Many educators like the Moodle virtual learning environment more than Blackboard.  
http://apcalc06.blogspot.com/
Blogging for math?  Here is an excellent example of how an innovative teacher is using a blog to teach AP Calculus.

http://landmark-project.com/
Did you find this interesting?  If so, please continue to investigate David Warlick’s online resources for teachers at Landmark-Project.  In fact, David has a link to his handouts to his keynote presentation today on his site.  

David even has his own online office on Second Life.  I admit, I tried Second Life last night and was amazed.  My new user name is Jym Short.
http://landmark-project.com/sl/
http://thinkingmachine.pbwiki.com/Think%20Second%20Life
Consultant Gail Lovely wants to share her classroom resources with you.  Check out Yackpack and call your class from another computer!
http://glovely.wetpaint.com
Are you interested in utilizing a photo sharing program called Flickr to create digital bulletin boards, virtual field trips, digital storytelling, and concept mapping?  Karen Montgomery with AT&T Education has her notes on this topic and other educational tools on her wiki.  She has a group called Tell a Story with 5 Photos for Educators in Flickr.
http://thinkingmachine.pbwiki.com
Hope you find these resources interesting!  Links to the conference presentation should be posted to the METC website in the near future.

http://www2.csd.org/metc2008.htm
This is Part 2 to interesting educational resources from the various seminars I attended at the 2008 Midwest Educational Technology Conference (METC).  Enjoy.  

CARET

Center for Applied Research in Educational Technology

http://caret.iste.org/
CARET claims to bridge educational technology research to practice by offering research-based answers to critical questions.  It is a project through the International Society for Technology in Education and is funded by a grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

*

National School Boards Association Research

Creating and Connecting, Research and Guidelines on Online Social and Educational Networking

http://www.nsba.org/site/docs/41400/41340.pdf
Additional commentary by Ted Koterwas 

http://www.wdil.org/resources/national-school-boards-association-research-and-guidelines-on-online-social-networking
*

Kan-Ed

http://Kan-ed.org
Kan-ed is a program created by the Kansas Legislature and administered through the Kansas Board of Regents. The purpose of the program is to expand the collaboration capabilities of Kan-ed's member institutions, specifically K-12 schools, higher education, libraries and hospitals.

*

Animoto

http://animoto.com
Animoto is a web application that automatically generates professionally produced videos using their own patent-pending technology and high-end motion design. Each video is a fully customized orchestration of user-selected images and music. Produced on a widescreen format, Animoto videos have the visual energy of a music video and the emotional impact of a movie trailer.

*

Microsoft Photo Story 3

Photo Story 3 includes features that enable you to create a slideshow with your digital pictures, edit your pictures, create your story with original music, add narration, and share them with your family and friends.

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/digitalphotography/photostory/default.mspx
*

Jumpcut

If creating a video and publishing it to the web seems like a challenge, we think you'll find that Jumpcut makes it easy and fun. If you've been wondering what to do with the video you shoot with your snazzy new camera (or your phone), Jumpcut is the perfect place for you to be creative. If video isn't your thing just yet and you just want to make cool slideshows with your pictures, Jumpcut is still the best place.

Finally, a free online location where you can use all your media, create great looking movies and publish to anyone you choose. There's nothing else like it.

http://jumpcut.com
*

Flickr Storm

FlickrStorm is a better search for Flickr!

This is a search engine for Flickr.  It appears to be a big help towards developing Power Point presentations.  Photos can be searched by creative commons license.

http://www.zoo-m.com/flickr-storm/
*

Lulu Self Publishing 

Just upload your manuscript, photos or digital files, use our formatting tools to get everything set up just the way you want, from size to binding to cover art, and... well, that's it. You're the proud parent of a brand new digital creation, ready to publish and cherish. The publishing process couldn't be easier.

http://lulu.com
*

Jake’s Online

This site is dedicated to using the tools of the digital age to advance pedagogical practice and student learning. Please explore the Communication, Collaboration and Collection sections of this site to access 21st Century ideas, tools, and resources.

http://jakesonline.org/
*

Screen Pass

Security for unattended computers

http://www.bgrove.com/
*

Intelligenic.com

Resources for teachers, podcasting

http://intelligenic.com
*

Me Feedia

Video web search engine, upload to network

http://www.mefeedia.com/
*

WuFoo

Wufoo is an Internet application that helps anybody build amazing online forms. When you design a form with Wufoo, it automatically builds the database, backend and scripts needed to make collecting and understanding your data easy, fast and fun. Because we host everything, all you need is a browser, an Internet connection and a few minutes to build a form and start using it right away.

http://wufoo.com/
*

Tumblr

http://tumblr.com
To make a simple analogy: If blogs are journals, tumblelogs are scrapbooks. You can also look at tumblelogs as slightly more structured blogs that make it easier, faster, and more fun to post and share stuff you find or create.   Safer for schools with no comments to review.

*

Recommended Book:  Schools That Learn: A Fifth Discipline Fieldbook For Educators, Parents, and Everyone Who Cares About Education by Peter M. Senge

http://www.amazon.com/Schools-That-Learn-Discipline-Fieldbook/dp/0385493231/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1202598976&sr=8-1
*

Skitch

http://plasq.com/skitch
Snap, Draw, and Share…Write over the top of webpages and save.  Amazing tool.

*

Feedtwister

Add RSS feeds to your website

http://www.feedtwister.com/
*

Mobilicious

Access your del.icio.us from your website

http://mobilicio.us/
*

Principia Copyright Awareness Team

http://pcat.pbwiki.com/
Wiki dedicated to copyright awareness issues

*

Virtual Magnifying Glass 3.3.1

Free, open source, screen magnifier, for various platforms including Windows

http://magnifier.sourceforge.net/
*

Google SketchUp

Developed for the conceptual stages of design, Google SketchUp is a powerful yet easy-to-learn 3D software tool that combines a simple, yet robust tool-set with an intelligent drawing system that streamlines and simplifies 3D design. From simple to complex, conceptual to realistic, Google SketchUp enables you to build and modify 3D models quickly and easily. If you use Google Earth, Google SketchUp allows you to place your models using real-world coordinates and share them with the world using the Google 3D Warehouse.

http://sketchup.google.com/
Comic Life for Windows BETA Download

Create comics from photos

http://plasq.com/component/option,com_joomlaboard/Itemid,55/func,view/id,5990/catid,21/
*

The final presentation I attended was delivered by Steve Dembo with the Discovery Network about RSS feeds.  Steve had several notes of value.

Steve’s Blog

http://www.teach42.com/
http://www.techlearning.com/
Web 2.0 The Machine is Using/Us

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLlGopyXT_g&feature=related
Steve also recommended two professional development sites that utilize RSS feeds.  I think this is a great idea.

http://www.pageflakes.com/
http://www.netvibes.com/
Even a site to help you keep track of overdue library books.
http://www.libraryelf.com/
Site to track Congress

http://www.govtrack.us/
Poll Everywhere

http://www.teach42.com/2007/12/04/poll-everywhere-is-looking-for-some-pilots-interested/
http://polleverywhere.com
*  

Use of a blog for literature classes in Missouri.  I’ve not read the book Guerrilla Season but it sounds interesting.
http://www.guerrillaseason.blogspot.com/
*

Show-Me Techknowledge Day

http://changingthelabel.blogspot.com/2008/01/entry-20-missouri-techknowledge-day.html
*

Interwrite Pads

This device allows you to use the whiteboard without turning your back to the students.

http://www.interwritelearning.com/products/pad/detail.html
*
Mediasnackers

Site/weblog/project/call to action for anyone interested in young people’s consumption or creation of media around the globe

http://mediasnackers.com/intro/
*

Group blog for school leaders by school leaders

http://www.leadertalk.org/
*

GeeGuides

Award winning art education program, free sample lessons, great for young children.  Did you know that royal purple came from snails?
http://www.geeguides.com/
*

Game Quarium

Website with a wealth of activities including games such as popular game shows where you can design the questions.  Hopefully your students will play at home.  Webpage by http://squooltechs.com, Diana Dell, Ed. S., is a graduate of our program and a retired educator.  

http://www.gamequarium.com/
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