2008 MOREnet Instructional Technology Conference:  Teaching and Learning 2.0


I attended the 2008 MOREnet Instructional Technology Conference:  Teaching and Learning 2.0, Oct. 6-7, 2008. 
The following notes were taken at the conference.  I hope you find them valuable.  If you have any questions please email me at rob@web20intheknow.com
A variety of Google products are identified on one page for easy access.

http://google.com/options
Pronto is a new comparison shopping search engine that incorporates a new social shopping function.
http://www.billhartzer.com/pages/prontocom-first-comparison-shopping-service-to-offer-social-shoppping/
http://pronto.com
The keynote speaker for the first day was Kevin Honeycutt, http://kevinhoneycutt.org
Kevin emphasized that when students are in survival mode, they are not learning and used his personal life as an example.  Kevin recommended the book On Intelligence by Jeff Hawkins.  Excellent presentation!  Check out Kevin’s “Art Snacks” where Kevin lets your kids get drawn into short drawing lessons that are chocked full of aligned curriculum in sciences, history and more.  http://kevinhoneycutt.org
http://www.amazon.com/Intelligence-Jeff-Hawkins/dp/0805074562
I’m not the only one who appreciates Kevin’s unique skills.   Wesley Fryer adds more information from Kevin’s 2007 presentation.  Don’t forget to check out Wesley’s site http://speedofcreativity.org
http://www.speedofcreativity.org/2007/04/26/building-21st-century-learners-by-kevin-honeycutt/
Kevin also identified the University of California – Berkeley as one of several prominent colleges to offer their classes as webcasts free to the public.  You just don’t receive credit.  You can even have your favorite Berkeley webcast delivered through a newsreader application.

http://webcast.berkeley.edu/
Kevin recommended Zamzar as a superb free, open source file conversion website.  No software required.  This can be especially helpful for school districts that filter sites that may be of interest.  http://zamzar.com
MOREnet and the Missouri Department of Elementary Education and Secondary Education wants districts to have the bandwidth to access all services and resources available by the district.  MOREnet is not a business.  It is part of the University of Missouri.  EBSCOhost is a kid safe web browsing application supported by MOREnet.  http://more.net  Eric Nicklas provided an excellent presentation that increased awareness of MOREnet services within Missouri.
Kevin provided a separate session on online safety for children and supports http://mysafesurf.org with helpful resources for children and parents.

Kevin identified Mosquito Ringtones, http://www.freemosquitoringtones.org/.

I’ve not had a chance to experiment, but Mosquito Ringtones are supposed to be considered outside the audible range for most adults over 30.  Can you hear me now?
Kevin has a personal philosophy that he and his wife adhere to with their children – “if I don’t know them in real life, then I don’t them.”

The Wayback Machine is a digital library of internet sites.  http://www.archive.org  Think your old Facebook or MySpace pages are no longer available once changes are made – think again.  Your mistakes are on the record.  I entered my website URL and it was not located however.
Picnik is a free photo editing software that can serve as a API, application program interface, in your Flickr account.  Simple and easy.  http://picnik.com
Snagit is not free but a free 30 day trial is available.  Snagit allows you to capture content from a website, edit the content, and safe in a variety of file formats.  I used it to capture graphs for use in a research.  Thus I was able to avoid copy print screen which would copy the entire page.  http://snagit.com
I also used Bibme.  Bibme is a free, open source bibliographic/reference building site.  You can choose APA or MLA style.  As you capture your reference, the site builds a reference for easy downloading in a variety of formats including MS Word.  http://bibme.org
Have an idea for a product you want to sell?  CafePress allows you to design it, buy it and sell it on CafePress.  http://cafepress.com
“There” is an online 3D environment for teens similar to Second Life.  Teens can hang out with friends and meet new ones for those teens apparently living in Antarctica.  Watch a “There” video that includes screencasts.  http://there.com
http://mashable.com/2008/09/02/there-virtual-worlds/
Rob Horgan provided a memorable session.  Apparently the province of Ontario, Canada, allows well qualified graduate students in education among other fields to attend graduate school for FREE.  Did I forget to mention that you don’t have to be Canadian.  Rob is pursuing his doctorate, obtaining free health care and teaching school.  
His Powerpoint presentation is available on http://technoteachers.net
He recommends Tooble, http://tooble.tv, to download videos from YouTube to your iPod or MP3 player.

Rob included this citation in his presentation.

“The preservice and in-service training of teachers in the effective use of media in the classroom has not resulted in the improvement of instruction because of traditional obstacles.”




Catch the date:  Tanzman & Dunn, 1971
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